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Macular Edema

Macular edemais swdling of the macula, the smal area of the retinaresponsble for centra vison.
The edemais caused by fluid leaking from retind blood vessdls. Centra vision, used for reading and
other close detail work, is affected.

Because the maculais surrounded by many tiny blood vessdls, anything affecting them, such asa
medica condition affecting blood vessels esawhere in the body or an abnorma condition originating
in the eye, can cause macular edema.

Retind blood vessdl obgtruction, eye inflammation, and age-related macular degeneration have dl
been associated with macular edema. The maculamay aso be affected by swelling following
caaract extraction, though typicaly thisresolvesitsdf naturaly.

Treatment seeks to remedy the underlying cause of the edema. Eyedrops, injections of cortisone

around the eye or laser surgery can be used to treat a macular edema. Recovery depends on the
Severity of the condition causing the edema.
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