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Ectropion

Ectropion is an outward turning of the lower eyelid, most commonly caused by aging, although 
eyelid burns or skin disease may also be responsible.

Normally, the eyelids help lubricate and cleanse the eye during blinking. An eyelid that is drooping 
and has lost contact with the eye can cause dry eyes, excessive tearing, redness and sensitivity to 
light and wind.

Surgery can be performed to tighten the eyelid and return it to its normal position. The eyelid can 
then protect and lubricate the eye properly, so that irritation and other symptoms subside.

Eyelid surgery to repair ectropion is usually performed as an outpatient procedure using local 
anesthesia. After surgery, an eye patch is usually worn and antibiotic ointment is prescribed.

Brian J. Carey, MD - Darwin J. Liao, MD, MPH, Seattle Eye M.D.s, 523 Pine Street, Suite 200, Seattle, WA 98101, (206)652-9000


